August 30, 2026
Media Team: Tynisa Caesar, Sanville Vernon, Barnet Moriah
David Thomas, Noah Thomas
Praise Team: Alana Chang, LaTanya Davis, Hugh Fletcher
 Organist: L. Daniel Jean /Drummer: Maurice Facey
[bookmark: _Hlk215826923][bookmark: _Hlk224649861]Pastor: Dr. Andrea Smith 


PRELUDE:                                                                             Organist Daniel Jean

WELCOME:                                                                                  

*CALL TO WORSHIP:
[bookmark: _Hlk219458139]Liturgist: Sometimes God calls us through burning bushes, telling us to go free a whole people despite our insecurities and fears.
People: God, help us accept your call on our lives.

Liturgist:  Sometimes God calls us, and we don’t understand the full meaning of the call, the ways our families, friends, and communities may resist the good news and us as messengers of it.
People: God, help us accept your call on our lives.

Liturgist: Sometimes God calls us to a path that is harder than we think we can handle, asking us to trust that God will provide what we need.
People: God, help us accept your call on our lives.

All: Beloved, God’s call takes many forms. Sometimes it feels as natural as breathing, and sometimes we want to run as far as we can. But take assurance in this: You are not alone. God is with us, and God’s call can be trusted, because no matter where it leads, God is there.
God, help us accept your call on our lives and to trust that what you equip us to do is what you call us to do as members of the Body of Christ. Thanks be to God! Amen.

 OPENING HYMN:    “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”       UMH# 103

OPENING PRAYER:   
Pour your Light, Holy Spirit of God, into our hearts and minds. Help us to know more clearly and grasp more fully the Good News of Jesus. And help us then
to know how to share it. We ask this through Jesus Christ, who with You and the Father, are One God. Amen.

PRAISE and WORSHIP           

WELCOME OF VISITORS AND PASSING THE PEACE:	             
CHURCH NOTICES                                                         
HAPPY BIRTHDAY/WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES


TIME OF GIVING:                                                                    
We welcome your Tithes and Offerings today as we honor the Lord through our giving. Offerings can be given through various ways: give to an Usher, deposit in the offering basket, drop off in the church mailbox, or through PayPal or Zelle. If you are using Zelle, please enter bethanyunitedbklyn@gmail.com to find us.
 

OFFERTORY: (MARCHING) Follow the Ushers' directions. 


OFFERTORY HYMN:         “We are Climbing Jacob's Ladder”       UMH# 418


[bookmark: _Hlk235187104]DOXOLOGY:                      “Now Thank We All our God (V1)”         UMH# 102



PRAYER OF DEDICATION:                                             
Holy God, you call ordinary people from unexpected places and send them into hard and holy work. As you met Moses in the fire that did not consume, and as you met Peter on the road of costly discipleship, meet us now in these gifts we bring. Shape us by your presence, not by fear; by service, not by power; by love that risks itself for the sake of others. Receive our offering as a sign that we trust your “I AM” to go with us and that we are willing to follow Christ, even when the way is demanding. Use what we give to bring freedom, healing, and hope to your world. Amen.




MISSION STATEMENT: (please remain standing)
 As Disciples of Jesus Christ, our Mission is to be:  
                         Demonstrators of His Love, 
                                                           Messengers of His Gospel, 
                                                                             and Sharers of His Teachings.	

SCRIPTURE READINGS: 	                                                             	
Old Testament: Ex. 3:1-15 
New Testament: Matt. 16:21-28
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

GLORIA PATRI:                        “Let the Church say Amen”                                                      
 
[bookmark: _Hlk223088016][bookmark: _Hlk230779735]HYMN:                            “They’ll Know We are Christians”                   

SERMON:        “The Call that Costs Everything ”     Dr. Andrea Smith, Pastor                                                             
 
[bookmark: _Hlk223087679]HYMN:                              “Where He Leads Me”                           UMH# 338       

PASTORAL PRAYER:                                                Dr. Andrea Smith, Pastor

[bookmark: _Hlk235618709]CLOSING HYMN:          “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”         UMH# 400                     


BENEDICTION :                                                                                   
Beloved, when the path is easy and when the path is rough, when God calls through a burning bush or a still, small voice or a loving rebuke, remember: you are not alone. May God bless you with the courage and humility to accept God’s call and with the assurance that if God calls you, God will equip you. Amen.


POSTLUDE

Lectionary Scriptures Reading for the Week:
Exodus 3:1-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28










Thank you for worshipping with us.
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