Sunday, October 25, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk243481355]Liturgist: Sis. Violet Thom
Media Team: Tynisa Caesar, Sanville Vernon, Barnet Moriah
David Thomas, Noah Thomas
Praise Team: Alana Chang, LaTanya Davis, Hugh Fletcher
 Organist: L. Daniel Jean /Drummer: Maurice Facey
[bookmark: _Hlk215826923][bookmark: _Hlk224649861]Pastor: Dr. Andrea Smith 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Ava Jolley 


PRELUDE:                                                                          Organist Daniel Jean

WELCOME:                                                                            Sis. Violet Thom
*CALL TO WORSHIP:
[bookmark: _Hlk219458139]Liturgist: We are chosen children of God, bound together by the Holy Spirit.
People: We belong to God, and through God, we belong to one another.    

[bookmark: _Hlk238565054]Liturgist: When we feel tested by hard decisions, calls to advocate against injustice, competing narratives, and worrying misinformation, we remember:  
People: We belong to God, and through God, we belong to one another.   

Liturgist: When we struggle with damaged trust and the need to repair our relationships with God and one another, when we are called to go against the social current to build communities of mercy and justice, we remember:   
People: We belong to God, and through God, we belong to one another.

Liturgist: Come, let us worship God whose grace surrounds us when we feel tested and tried, empowering us to remain faithful disciples of Jesus Christ when we face chaos, division, injustice, and hardship.     
All: We come to worship God who chooses us, empowers us, and inspires us to live as the Body of Christ in a broken and hurting world. Amen. 


OPENING HYMN:       “And Can It Be That I Should Gain”           UMH# 363

OPENING PRAYER:   
Happy are we, O God, when our hearts are full, our ways are yours, and your call enlivens our spirits. Happy are we, O God, when our lives are guided by delight. We gather here today for just that, holy God. We gather to draw on all you would give us to be more fully yours.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

PRAISE and WORSHIP:  You Deserve the Glory, Bless the Lord with Me, Jehovah Is Your Name

        
WELCOME OF VISITORS AND PASSING THE PEACE:	             
CHURCH NOTICES                                                         
HAPPY BIRTHDAY/WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES


TIME OF GIVING:                                                                    
We welcome your Tithes and Offerings today as we honor the Lord through our giving. Offerings can be given through various ways: give to an Usher, deposit in the offering basket, drop off in the church mailbox, or through PayPal or Zelle. If you are using Zelle, please enter bethanyunitedbklyn@gmail.com to find us.
 

OFFERTORY: (MARCHING) Follow the Ushers' directions. 


OFFERTORY HYMN:  “We are Marching in the Light of God”    AAHH# 164 


[bookmark: _Hlk235187104]DOXOLOGY:                  “Glory Be to the Father”                             AAHH# 654


PRAYER OF DEDICATION:                                             
Loving God, you call us not only to believe the gospel, but to live it. You test our hearts not with trials meant to break us, but through the daily invitation to serve, to love, and to share our lives with one another. Receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude and our willingness to embody the good news of Christ. Use what we offer to nurture communities of compassion, where faith is lived gently, courageously, and with humility. May our witness—like Paul’s—be rooted not in pride or gain, but in love that gives itself freely for others. Amen.





MISSION STATEMENT: (please remain standing)
 As Disciples of Jesus Christ, our Mission is to be:  
                         Demonstrators of His Love, 
                                                           Messengers of His Gospel, 
                                                                             and Sharers of His Teachings.	

SCRIPTURE READINGS: 	                                                             	
Old Testament:  Psalm 1
New Testament: Matthew 22: 34-46
The word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

GLORIA PATRI:                   “Bless the Lord, O My Soul”                AHH# 105 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk223088016][bookmark: _Hlk230779735]
HYMN:            “Search me, O God, and know my heart today”                       

[bookmark: _Hlk238562408][bookmark: _Hlk243038711][bookmark: _Hlk243481759][bookmark: _Hlk242268888]SERMON:                      “Where Do You Stand?”                 Rev. Dr. Ava Jolley

HYMN:                            “Standing on the Promises”                         UMH# 374

PASTORAL PRAYER:                                                           Rev. Dr. Ava Jolley   

[bookmark: _Hlk242268404][bookmark: _Hlk235618709]CLOSING HYMN:                  “Trust and Obey”                                UMH# 467                  

BENEDICTION:                                                                      Rev. Dr. Ava Jolley
                                                                                                               

POSTLUDE

Lectionary Scripture Readings for the Week:
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46


Prayer Point for this Week...Unity and love in the church (Psalm 133:1)

 














Thank you for worshiping with us.
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